
Year 6   Spring term: Music What does it mean to be free? 

Igor Stravinsky  

Born: 17 June 1882, Lomonosov, Saint Petersburg, Russia 

Died: 6 April 1971, JW Marriott Essex House 

Igor Fyodorovich Stravinski was a Russian composer, pianist 
and conductor, later of French (from 1934) and American (from 
1945) citizenship. He is widely considered one of the most im-
portant and influential composers of the 20th century. 

Stravinsky's compositional career was notable for its stylistic 
diversity. He  constantly adapted and changed his musical style 
throughout his career, creating a range of compositions, mostly 
famous of all was his 1913 work, ‘The Rite of Spring’. 

Key vocabulary: 

Melody: A tune (a series of single notes) 

Compose: To create a piece of music 

Improvise: To create music spontaneously  

Pulse: The constant beat in a piece of music  

Rhythm: structured groups of accented and unaccented 

beats  

Tempo: Speed of a piece  

Dynamics: How loud or quiet a piece of music is  

Timbre: The character or quality of the music 

Structure: The order that different parts of the song are in 

Ostinato: A repeated pattern  

Unison: Playing or singing the same notes simultaneous-

ly  

Benjamin Britten 

Born: 22nd November 1913, Lowestoft, Suffolk, Brit-
ain 

Died: 4th December 1976 

Edward Benjamin Britten, Baron Britten was a 
central figure of 20th-century British music, with a 
range of works including opera, other vocal music, 
orchestral and chamber pieces. His best-known 
works include the opera Peter Grimes (1945), 
the War Requiem (1962) and the orchestral show-
piece The Young Person's Guide to the Orches-
tra (1945).  

Born in Lowestoft, Suffolk, the son of a dentist, Brit-
ten showed talent from an early age. He studied at 
the Royal College of Music in London and privately 
with the composer Frank Bridge. Britten first came 
to public attention with the a cappella choral 
work A Boy was Born in 1934.  

Key skills (listen and appraise) 

 

To identify and move to the pulse with ease.  

To think about the message of songs.  

To compare two songs in the same style, talking about 

what stands out musically in each of them, their similari-

ties and differences.  

Listen carefully and respectfully to other people’s 

thoughts about the music.  

Use musical words when talking about the songs.  

To talk about the musical dimensions working together 

in the Unit songs.  

Talk about the music and how it makes you feel, using 

musical language to describe the music.  

       Igor Stravinski 

       Benjamin Britten 


