
Newsletter 5th March 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

As you prepare to send your children back to school, 
everyone at Rolph is looking forward to helping to 
settle the children in and support them with the 
necessary care, patience and understanding that 
will be needed. Thank you for all your time and 
efforts spent over this past half term supporting your 
children with remote education, whilst you have also 
been having to cope with the multiple pressures and 
impact of Covid 19. 

Hope has been key through this crisis and is one of 
the hallmarks of the Christian vision. As the next few 
weeks unfold, I hope that Rolph can secure the safe 
and happy place that your children need amidst the 
turmoil that the world has to live with right now. 

Warm wishes for the weekend ahead, 

Ms Bickersteth 

Acting Headteacher 

STARS OF THE WEEK  

Reception   Dexter, Madison  

Year 1         Harry, Sophie 

Year 2         Brooke, Lottie  

Year 3         Phoebe, Alec  

Year 4         Aaron, Alex  

Year 5         Jacob, Harlie 

Year 6         Toby, Savannah  

 

1 Peter 3:13-22 

‘Now who will harm you if you are eager 

to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for 

doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear 

what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in 

your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord’.  

Here is a link to the Church of 

England’s “Live Lent” resources:  

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/livelen
t-2021-church-resources-gods-story-our-story 

 

Telephone: 01255 861317  

Email: admin.rolph@dcvst.org 

Website: https://rolphcofeprimary.co.uk 

 

A MESSAGE FROM MRS EMRICH 

Let me start by saying that I feel very privileged to 
have been appointed as Deputy Head of such a 
fantastic school which is populated by a terrific 
community of children and adults alike. Over the 
past few months, I have been lucky enough to get 
to know the school despite lockdown, and I have 
been greatly impressed by the levels of hard work 
and courteousness I have seen demonstrated by 
the children.  In the short time I have been here, I 
have been made to feel extremely welcome by 
staff, children and the wider community and I look 
forward to taking the time to get to know you all a 
little better over the coming weeks. I shall be 
making myself as visible as possible, and will be 
catching up with the children to get to know them 
better. 

In much the same way as with the children, I want 
to be as visible and present as possible to parents 
and carers. I will often be on duty at the beginning 
and end of the day should you wish to come and 
say ‘hello’ or have a chat with me. I believe 
passionately that effective Primary education 
works best when everybody works together 
providing each other with as much relevant 
information as possible and maintaining open lines 

of communication.  
 
I will be working closely with Ms Bickersteth to 
continue to drive forward the school’s Christian 
values and ethos as well as providing a standard of 
education and enjoyment that all members of the 
school community can be proud of. My passion is 
ensuring that ALL children receive a high-quality 
education that is equal parts enjoyable, enriching, 
challenging and nurturing.  
 
Finally, I wanted to say that I look forward to 
meeting you all over the coming weeks and 
sharing the journey that your child takes through 
the school. 
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WORLD BOOK DAY 
 

World Book Day was a rather different affair this 
year but the children were still able to celebrate their 
love of reading in many different ways. It was 
fantastic to see so many children at school and at 
home dress up as their favourite book characters. 
Many wonderful photographs have been sent in to 
show children who have been ‘caught reading’ and 
we will be displaying these in school and on the 
school website.  

The pupils also participated in various exciting 

activities linked to books in class, were able to listen 

to staff members read books and, of course, we 

found out which book characters and teachers were 

behind the masks in our school version of ‘The 

Masked Reader’!  

It was a great day for the children to share their love 

of reading and discover new and exciting books and 

characters!   

Miss. Gray  

English Lead & KS2 Phase Leader 

 
 

PE DAYS 

Please can the children come to school in their PE 
kits on their PE days, from 8th March. 

CLASS  PE DAYS 

R Monday & Wednesday 

1 Tuesday & Wednesday  
2 Monday & Wednesday  

3 Tuesday & Wednesday  

4 Wednesday & Friday 

5 Wednesday & Thursday  

6 Wednesday & Friday 

 

REMINDERS 

If your child will not be attending school for any 
reason including illness, please call the school 
office on 01255 861317 and leave a message on 
option 1. 

Breakfast Club places are available to book via 
SchoolMoney. These must be booked in advance 
so the necessary preparations can be made in line 
with the school’s risk assessment.  

School dinners can be booked via SchoolMoney. 
Until the end of term there will be a limited menu, 
therefore please check the options available for 
each day. If a dinner has not been booked, please 
ensure your child is sent in with a packed lunch. 
 

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)  

What to do if your child is displaying coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms. 

Anyone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) 
symptoms, such as a raised temperature, a new 
continuous cough, or a loss of or change to their 
sense of smell or taste, should stay at home and 
self-isolate immediately. They should not attend an 
out-of-school setting. They should follow the 
guidance for households with possible coronavirus 
(COVID-19) infection. 

The full guidance is available via this link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-
19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-
for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-
19-infection 

If you have a positive test result but do not have 
symptoms, stay at home and self-isolate as soon as 
you receive the results. Your household needs to 
isolate too.  

For your information, this is the latest Department 
for Education guidance on the use of face coverings 
in primary schools and early years settings: 

“From Monday 8 March, new advice applies to the 
use of face coverings by staff, pupils and students 
in schools and further education in England. Further 
information can be found in the guidance for 
schools, guidance for further education providers 
and guidance for early years and childcare 
providers. 

In primary schools and early years settings it is 
recommended that staff and visitors wear face 
coverings where social distancing cannot be 
maintained between adults. These measures will be 
in place until Easter. As with all measures, we will 
keep this under review and update guidance as 
needed. 
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Children in primary schools do not need to wear a 
face covering and they should not be asked to wear 
one. Dr Susan Hopkins, the Chief Medical Adviser 
for NHS Test and Trace, has said that “the 
consensus among educationalists, public health 
and clinical specialists is that it is not advisable for 
primary school children to wear face coverings. That 
is why Public Health England has not recommended 
to the Department for Education that they should be 
worn by primary pupils in the classroom. Children 
need to see facial expressions to develop their 
communication and language skills and practically, 
they can have difficulties keeping them on all day.”  

Households of school pupils can order home 
testing kits. Information about the Lateral Flow 
Device testing can be found on the school website 
using the link below: 
https://rolphcofeprimary.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/ECC-Home-Testing-for-
Households-March-21.pdf 

ONLINE SAFETY   

It is essential that you and your children remain 

aware of how to stay safe online and there are 

some links to useful websites below: 

https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ 

Thinkuknow website has many useful resources to 
help you support online safety: 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ 
 
UK Safer Internet Centre: 
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-
day/safer-internet-day-2021/safer-internet-day-
2021-top-tips 
 

WELLBEING: SUPPORT FOR 

FAMILIES 

 

 

 

 
 

To support parents and carers during the 
coronavirus outbreak, the Anna Freud Centre have 
hand-picked a selection of quality-assured, free 
resources to advise on supporting children and 
young people during the Coronavirus epidemic.  

Download a copy here 

The link below takes you to the government’s 
guidance for parents and carers on supporting 

children and young people’s mental health and 

welling during the Covid-19 outbreak. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-
19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-
peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-
parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-
young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-
during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 

 

Livewell Essex 
The Livewell campaign is designed to engage 
communities, families and individuals with the aim 
of providing information about all that is on offer in 
Essex to improve health and wellbeing. You can 
visit their website for help and advice on numerous 
topics. 

See their advice on Healthy Relationships - We All 
Have Arguments – How Do You Solve Yours? 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

March 

8th-12th  - National Science Week 

15th - Let’s Count Census Activity Day 

17th & 18th – Parent Consultation Evenings 

19th – Red Nose Day 

26th – Last Day of the Spring Term 

April 

12th - First day of the Summer Term 

May 

3rd May – May Day 

31st – 4th June – Half Term 
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