
Phonics Screening Check 2020: A guide for parents  

 

What is Phonics?  

Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly and skilfully. Children are first 

taught how to recognise the sounds each individual letter makes and then identify the 

sounds that different combinations of letters make such as ‘sh’ and ‘oo’. Children are 

taught to read by breaking down words into separate sounds or ‘phonemes’. They are 

then taught how to blend these sounds together to read the whole word. At Rolph we 

teach phonics following the Letters and Sounds Programme. Further information about 

this programme can be found using the link below:  

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/what-is-letters-and-sounds.html 

 

Research shows that when phonics is taught in a structured way, starting with the 

easiest sounds and progressing through to more complex sounds, it is the most 

effective way of teaching children to read. It is particularly helpful for children aged 

5-7. Almost all children who receive good teaching of phonics will learn the skills they 

need to tackle new words. They can then go onto read any kind of text fluently and 

confidently and to read for enjoyment.   

 

What is the phonics screening check?  

The phonics screening check is a statutory assessment that was introduced by the 

government in 2012 to all Year 1 pupils and is a quick and easy check of your child’s 

phonics knowledge. It was devised to confirm whether pupils have learned phonic 

decoding (breaking words down into the sounds that make them up and saying the word) 

to an age-appropriate standard at the end of Year 1. It involves your child sitting with 

their teacher and reading 40 words in total. It begins with practice words that are not 

scored and then moves onto the test where both real and pseudo-words are included. 

They will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend the sounds together. The check is 

very similar to tasks the children already complete during phonics lessons.   

 

When will it take place?  

Since the children who are now in Year 2 were unable to take the phonics screening 

check in June this year, they will take a past version of the phonics screening check in 

November 2020. 

 

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/what-is-letters-and-sounds.html


 

Is it stressful to test such young children?  

The assessment will be age appropriate and the adults involved will all be familiar. The 

children at Rolph are familiar with the set up as we are regularly reviewing children’s 

progress in the same way. It should be an enjoyable activity for children which takes no 

more than 10 minutes. There will be a few practice words at the beginning to make sure 

your child understands the activity.   


