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Now that we reach the end of the first half-term back at school, it is a good time 
for reflection. Today, the whole school came together for our virtual celebration 
worship, during which we shared children’s efforts in all areas of their learning, 
as well as the resilience that we have all had to show this year. I would like to 
thank all of you for the care that you provide for your children and the support 
you give with their learning at home.  

The newsletter shares with you some insights into the school curriculum. This 
week there has been a super variety of learning opportunities across the school 
and the children have been enthusiastic when faced with new challenges.  

I wish all of you a restful and happy half-term. 

Ms. Bickersteth 
Acting Headteacher 
 
 

 
SCHOOL WORSHIP 
 
 

Prayer 

Almighty God, 

Everyone is special in your sight. 

We know that this school is also special to you, Lord. 

Let today be a celebration of achievements for individuals and teams, 

but also, a celebration of the life of this school and its place in our community. 

We give thanks for the hard work of teachers, support staff 

And our families which has enabled us all to give our best, 

To learn from each other and to serve you. 

In applauding the prize winners, may we also applaud you, Lord. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord 

Amen 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
SHARING OUR LEARNING 
 
150th Anniversary Celebrations 



 

 

 
 
Year 2 
 
In Year 2 we have been looking at photographs of our school from the past and comparing them to 
our school now. We discussed and wrote about the similarities and differences that we noticed. 
 

 
 
Year 3 
 
For our 150th anniversary topic, Year 3 began by thinking about what could have changed in 
classrooms over the last 150 years. We then extended this to the school building itself, looking at 
an old photo of the school and wrote a table of similarities and differences between the picture and 
the school we go to now. Our individual year group theme was travel and transport, so we looked 
at old pictures of the high street from the 1800s and what it looks like now. We noted all the things 
that were different, namely the use of cars, and concluded that in the past only rich people had 
cars and everyone had horses but now it seems to be that everyone has a car and only rich people 
have horses! 
 

 



 

 

 

 
Local Historian Visit 
 
On Tuesday 20th and Thursday 22nd October, Key Stage One and Two classes were lucky enough 
to participate in bespoke online history sessions with Claire Driver, a historian. Claire has 
previously worked with many primary schools and she shared research which she had discovered 
about Rolph Primary and the surrounding area, through a variety of sources including photographs, 
maps and census records. Claire also discussed the key skills needed in order to carry out 
historical research and the children were quick to apply such skills to the evidence they 
encountered and asked many thoughtful questions in response to what they saw. 
 
We would like to thank Claire Driver for all her hard work and efforts in creating these bespoke 
sessions for us and it is evident that they instilled a real buzz of excitement and school wide 
enthusiasm for learning more about the fascinating history of our school. 
 
Year 4 
 
Year 4 have been writing descriptive narrative story settings this week.  
 
Marcus: 
‘Around me, I could see the gloomy dark trees stretching their arms against the dazzling bright sun. 
Down below me was wet, soggy, oozy mud, with the odd patch of frosted grass. Generously, the 
sun was shining high above the trees which were all around me. I heard children playing a little 
way away, the flat landscape carried the sound a long, long way! Around me were a few pigeons 
that flew past against the dazzling bright sun. I could see a blurry shape in the distance, as geese 
flew over my head, making an absolute racket. As tiny as a mouse, even more tiny than a mouse 
in fact, a beetle scuttled past and down a hole. Hurriedly, a colony of ants scuttled by with a few 
earwigs behind them, pinching their pincers.’ 
 
Freya-May: 
‘As the dark was approaching, I could see the rain wiping the tall oak trees and I heard the birds 
stumbling on the branches, in their nests. I heard the wild wind whirling and the wind blew off some 
ginormous, cracking branches onto the fresh, soggy, muddy grass. So, I made a den with the 
branches and stones found on the grass. In the den, I could smell the frosty air and I could hear 
the owl hooting in the dark sky. I could see the grass peeking through the stones.’ 
 
 
Skateboarding 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

COLCHESTER UNITED – ‘Premier League Primary Stars - Teacher PE Support Programme’ 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Congratulations to all the teachers and children we have been working with this half term on the 
Primary Stars Teacher PE Support Programme. We’ve worked with 10 teachers from Reception-
Year 6 so far this year, supporting them in delivering quality PE to their classes over 6 weeks, 
especially with the extra challenges imposed on us all due to school restrictions.’ 
 
 
HOUSE POINTS RESULTS  
 

This Week’s Totals 

Earth 96 

Water 81 

Fire 101 

 
Congratulations to Fire who were the winners this week. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
The figures below are based on attendance between Friday 16th October and Thursday 22nd 
October.   

Class Attendance (%) 

R 94.85 

1 95.65 

2 97.97 

3 96.1 

4 99.35 

5 87.15 

6 84.38 

Total 93.82 

 
A reminder that the national expectation for school attendance is 96%. Currently our whole school 
attendance for the year to date is 94.81% which is below the national expectation. 
 
 
STAFFING NEWS 
Mrs Cole will be leaving Rolph Church of England Primary School and Nursery to spend more time 
with her family at the end of this half term. Mrs Cole will be sorely missed and I am sure that you 
will join me to wish her all the very best for the future. 
 
I am pleased to advise that Ms Hennessy, will be joining us after half term as the school’s SENCo 

and that she has had handover meetings with Mrs Cole.  

 

 



 

 

 

RSA NEWS 

The children have been sent home with an IQ Personalised Christmas Card pack today. Included 

in the pack is a template and an order form. Please return your designs, completed order forms 

and monies in a sealed envelope by Tuesday 3rd November. There will be an RSA box situated by 

by both gates to collect the envelopes from Monday 2nd November. 

Friday 20th November - Non-Uniform Day. We are collecting items to fill the Christmas Hampers 
and raffle tickets to win the hampers will be available at the end of November. 
 
 
MESSAGES FOR TEACHERS 
Due to limited time and space at the gate in the mornings, if you have any messages for your 
child’s teacher (e.g. your child is going home with someone else, or being collect early due to a 
medical appointment) please call the office who will pass this message on.  If the office is 
unmanned, please leave a message on the answerphone. Please refrain from sending a DoJo 
as the class teacher may not see this. 
 
 
CHILDREN IN NEED DAY – 13TH NOVEMBER 
Rolph are supporting Children in Need this year by taking part in the “5 to Thrive” activities and 
encouraging everyone to create “Act Your Age” challenges. For the “Act Your Age” challenge, 
simply take your age, the combined age of your friends and family, or the age of something or 
someone special, and turn it into a fundraiser. It could be the distance you cover, the duration you 
do it for, the number of things you do or your sponsorship target – whatever it is, you’ll be helping 
to change young lives across the UK. Ideas and resources for the “Act Your Age” challenge can be 
found on the Children in Need website: 
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/fundraising/act-your-age/ 
 
Any donations that you may wish to make can be made via our Just Giving Page –  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rolphcoeprimary 

 
or you can scan the QR code 

 
 
GENERAL REMINDERS 
Please can you be aware that under the school’s reopening action plan, in effect since September 
2020, that in order to further reduce the possibility of the spread of the coronavirus between home 
and school, children are asked not to bring any non-essential items into school, including 
stationery, show and tell or any other additional items.  
On days when PE activities take place, children must come into school wearing their PE kit – PE 
kit should not be sent into school for changing into. Please note that the PE uniform includes a 
plain navy-blue tracksuit, not any other colours. For safety reasons, no jewellery is permitted – this 
includes earrings. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/fundraising/act-your-age/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rolphcoeprimary


 

 

 

YEAR 6 PARENTS & CARERS - APPLICATIONS FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
As you may be aware, the new secondary school admission round is now open for parents of 
current Year 6 children to apply for a secondary school (Year 7) places for September 2021. The 
statutory national closing date for applications is 31st October 2020. Applications can be made 
online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.  
Application information is available on the website below, including key notes for parents and a 
copy of the Secondary Education in Essex 2021-22 booklet which contains details of all secondary 
school admission policies: https://www.essex.gov.uk/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place 
 
 
YEAR 6 - TENDRING TECHNOLOGY COLLEGE VIRTUAL OPEN EVENING 
Tendring Technology College is hosting an Open Evening for Year 6 parents, carers and pupils. 
Please follow this link to watch a video introducing you to the school and to register for their Virtual 
Open Evening. 
 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 
October 
26th - 30th – Half term 
31st October – Closing date for secondary school (Year 7) places for September 2021 
  
November 
2nd – Pupils return to school 
2nd – Vine Schools Trust Logo Competition closing date 
2nd – Parent Consultation Meetings 
3rd – Firework Safety Virtual Assembly 
4th – Parent Consultation Meetings 
5th – Parent Consultation Meetings 
5th – Outdoor Learning Day 
11th – Whole School Remembrance Worship 
16th – NSPCC Speak Out, Stay Safe Virtual Assembly 
20th – RSA Non-Uniform Day - collecting items for Christmas Hampers 
26th – Quidditch for Years 1 - 6 

 
December 
2nd – Flu Immunisations 
18th – Last day of Autumn term 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
https://www.essex.gov.uk/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place
https://sites.google.com/aetinet.org/tendring-technology-college/join-us


 

 

 

Rolph Church of England Primary School and Nursery 

Lunch Menu 

AUTUMN 2020 – WEEK 2 
 

School lunch choices Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 

Option 1 (Main)  

        

Jacket potato with cheese  

 

Local Butcher’s Pork 

Sausages with Mash 

Potato 

 

Homemade Spaghetti 

Bolognaise  

 

Local Butcher’s Beef with 

Yorkshire pudding  

 

 

Oven baked crispy fillet 

of fish in bubble coating 

(Gluten Free)  

 

Option 2 (Vegetarian) 

 

Fusilli Pasta with Italian 

style tomato sauce 

 

 

Macaroni Cheese 

 

 

 

 

Quorn mince Spaghetti 

Bolognaise 

 

Quorn Fillet with 

Yorkshire pudding 

 

 

Quorn Dippers 

 

Option 3 

 

Deli roll filled with cheese 

and salad 

Nachos 

 

 

Oven baked jacket potato 

with cheese and beans 

 

Ham and salad wrap with 

Nachos 

 

Oven baked jacket potato  

with tuna  

 

Deli roll filled with egg 

mayonnaise 

 

Accompaniments 

 

Rice Salad 

Fresh Salad 

 

Green beans and rich 

gravy 

Bread  

 

Garlic bread 

 

 

Rich gravy, roast 

potatoes, fresh cauliflower 

and carrots 

 

 

Crispy Chips 

Garden peas 

 

 

Dessert or Pudding 

 

Apple Crumble with 

custard 

 

 

Jelly with cream 

 

Fruit Salad  

 

Frozen Yoghurts  

 

Chocolate Sponge  

 

Also available 

 

Muller or Yeo Valley  

yoghurts 

Fresh fruit 

Serve yourself salad bar 

Fresh water or milk 

 

 

Muller yoghurts 

Fresh fruit 

Serve yourself salad bar 

Fresh water or milk 

 

Muller or Yeo Valley  

yoghurts 

Fresh fruit 

Serve yourself salad bar 

Fresh water or milk 

 

Muller or Yeo Valley  

yoghurts 

Fresh fruit 

Serve yourself salad bar 

Fresh water or milk 

 

Muller or Yeo Valley  

yoghurts 

Fresh fruit 

Serve yourself salad bar 

Fresh water or milk 

 


