
                                   
 
 

      Rolph C of E Primary School and Nursery  
                                Newsletter 
                  Friday 25th September 2020 

 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
The children have had another great week in school, with lots of learning taking place outdoors and 

everyone engaging with this half-term’s topic “Rolph’s 150th Anniversary”. It has been interesting to 

share in the children’s curiosity about the school’s history and the wider context of how life has 

changed since 1870.  There have been some sources shared with us by former pupils of the school; 

I was interested to read from an extract of the school’s “punishment” book from 1930 that there 

appears to have been some rather troublesome pupils. The list of “offences” and “punishments” 

includes several cases of: “playing truant”, “bad language in the playground” and in particular 

repeated cases of “cheating at arithmetic”.   

Thinking about Rolph School’s 150th Anniversary, the number 150 has many fascinating facts. In 

Psalm 150, the psalmist urges the congregation to praise God with music and dancing, naming nine 

types of musical instruments.  Psalm 150 has been called "the musicians' psalm"; 

 

I hope that you all have a wonderful weekend with your families. 

Ms Bickersteth 
Deputy Headteacher 
 
 

 
School Worship 
 
 

Theme: Is it easy or hard to forgive people? 

Bible Reading: Matthew chapter 18 verses 21-35 Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
House Points Results  
 
 

This Week’s Totals 

Earth 78 

Water 73 

Fire 75 

 
Congratulations to Air who were the winners this week. 
 

 
Attendance  
 

The figures below are based on attendance between Friday 18th and Thursday 24th September.   
 

Class Attendance (%) 

R 100 

1 94.64 

2 96 

3 99.35 

4 99.06 

5 94.39 

6 93.2 

Total 96.77 

 
A reminder that the national expectation for school attendance is 96%. Currently our whole school 
attendance for the year to date is 96.77% which is above the national expectation.      
 
 
Absence and Lateness 
 
A reminder to all parents to inform the school of any absences or lateness, preferably by 9.00 am, 
on each day of absence (and by 9.20 am at the latest) by calling 01255 861317 and choosing option 
‘1’. This should be the only method for informing us of any absence or lateness. We are legally 
obliged to report reasons for absence and we are finding a lot of office time is being used chasing 
up missing children, so please help us by making the call. 
 
It is very important under the present circumstances that you please give a full reason for any 
absence and particularly if this is Covid related, as we may have to take further actions within the 
class bubbles. 
 
Whilst dropping off and collecting children, please remember that we are aiming to keep the class 

“bubbles” separate as far as we can on the school site. As you are aware, this does mean that each 

year group’s parents/carers are required to have staggered times for mornings and the end of day. 

We do appreciate that if you have children in more than one year group, you may need to wait with 

siblings somewhere safe for that short time, just inside the school boundary near the wall. 

We would ask that children are supervised by their accompanying adults and are not allowed to 

climb on the wall at the front of the school. The school would also like to maintain a peaceful 

environment for the neighbouring residents. 

To ensure the safety for all staff and children, we would appreciate your assistance in bringing your 

child into school on time and certainly before 9.00 am when the gate closes. This will then avoid any 

unnecessary re-opening of the school gate and disturbing of individual class learning times. We 

understand that there may be times when this is unavoidable e.g. medical appointment.   



 
Holidays During Term Time 
 
We would like to remind you that there is no entitlement in law for pupils to take time office during 
term time to go on holiday.  Please familarise yourself with our Attendance Policy which can be found 
on the School’s Website.  
 
Medication 
 
If you require the school to administer prescribed medication including asthma pumps, please supply 
in its original packaging, showing the prescription label and complete a parental agreement for the 
school to administer medication form, at the outside office area. 
 
School Photographs 
 
School Photographs will now take place on Thursday 1st October to avoid any PE days. The Nursery 
children will also be having their photographs taken this year. After looking at the risk assessment, 
we will do our best to capture in-school sibling groups, however unfortunately, we will not be able to 
accommodate family photographs, which would normally include siblings who are not attending 
Rolph. 
 
Messages for Teachers 
 
Due to limited time and space at the gate in the mornings, if you have any messages for your child’s 
teacher (e.g. your child is going home with someone else) please call the office who will pass this 
message on.  If the office is unmanned, please leave a message on the answerphone. Please refrain 
from sending a dojo as the class teacher may not see this. 
 
Earrings 
 
At present, the school uniform policy does not permit the wearing of earrings to school therefore, 
unless your child has recently had their ears pierced, please ensure all earrings are removed. If 
anyone is wearing earrings on a PE day and cannot remove them, unaided, they will not be allowed 
to take part in the lesson.    
 

 
A Message from the RSA 
 

As another academic year is now in full swing the RSA are keen to get underway this year’s fund-
raising activities. Whilst the activities may look and feel very different this year, it is still vitally 
important to gain as much support as possible as we head into this challenging school year. 

In line with our constitution, we are holding our AGM and invite new members to join us. This will 
take place at 9.30am on Thursday 8th October and held online via the zoom link below: 

Join Zoom Meeting:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83807396572?pwd=bk83VGxmYWQwMFMxVG4zL1BrOGc5dz09  
Meeting ID: 838 0739 6572  
Passcode: 810472 

Please do get involved, we look forward to seeing you there! 

One last thing, the Bag2School collection is on Monday 28th September at 9 am, hopefully the 
weekend will provide you all with an opportunity for an autumn clean and in doing so help gain  
 
valuable funds for the school! Please bring your bag or bags to school on Monday morning and leave 
at the front of the school, behind the wall on the pallets provided. Thank you. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83807396572?pwd=bk83VGxmYWQwMFMxVG4zL1BrOGc5dz09


 
 
Year 6 Parents & Carers - Applications for Secondary Schools 
 
As you may be aware, the new secondary school admission round is now open for parents of 
current Year 6 children to apply for a secondary school (Year 7) places for September 2021. The 
statutory national closing date for applications is 31st October 2020. Applications can be made 
online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.  
 
Application information is available on the website below, including key notes for parents and a 
copy of the Secondary Education in Essex 2021-22 booklet which contains details of all secondary 
school admission policies: https://www.essex.gov.uk/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place 
 
 

 
Dates for your Diary: 
 

September 
28th – RSA Bag2School Collection 
W/C 28th – British Nutrition Foundation Healthy Eating Week 
 
October 
1st – Individual Photographs 
1st – Census Day 
2nd – Non-pupil Day 
9th – Nursery Open Afternoon 
26th - 30th – Half term 
  
November 
2nd – Pupils return to school 
5th – Outdoor Learning Day 
26th – Quidditch for all year groups 
 
December 
2nd – Flu Immunisations  
18th – Last day of Autumn Term 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
https://www.essex.gov.uk/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place


 

Rolph Church of England Primary School and Nursery 

Lunch Menu 

AUTUMN 2020 – WEEK 1 
 

School lunch choices Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 

Option 1 (Main)  

       

Chicken Tikka with 

rice 

 

 

 

 

Quorn Tikka with rice 

CHILDREN’S 

CHOICE 

Local Butcher’s Beef 

Burger in a soft white 

bap 

 

Homemade Spaghetti 

Bolognaise 

 

Local Butcher’s 

Chicken Breast with 

Yorkshire pudding  

 

 

Birds Eye chunky fish 

finger  

 

Option 2 (Vegetarian) 

 

Vegetarian Burger in a 

soft white bap 

 

 

Macaroni Cheese 

 

Quorn Fillet 

 

Cheese Omelette  

 

 

Option 3 

 

Oven baked jacket 

potato with cheddar 

cheese or tuna mayo  

 

 

Deli roll filled with egg  

 

 

Oven baked jacket 

potato with beans  

 

Deli roll filled with 

ham & salad 

 

Oven baked jacket 

potato with beans  

 

Accompaniments 

 

Fresh Salad 

 

Baked Beans 

Sweetcorn 

Potato Wedges 

 

Garlic Bread 

 

 

Rich gravy, roast 

potatoes, fresh carrots 

and broccoli florets 

 

 

Crispy Chips 

Garden Peas 

 

 

Dessert or Pudding 

 

Peaches with Ice Cream 

 

 

Iced Sponge Cake 

 

 

Eton Mess  

 

Fruit Smoothie 

 

Pancakes with Squirty 

Cream 

 

Also available 

 

Muller or Yeo Valley  

yoghurts 

Fresh fruit  

Serve yourself salad bar 

Fresh water or milk 

 

 

 

Muller or Yeo Valley  

yoghurts 

Fresh fruit 

Serve yourself salad bar 

Fresh water or milk 

 

Muller or Yeo Valley  

yoghurts 

Fresh fruit 

Serve yourself salad bar 

Fresh water or milk 

 

Muller or Yeo Valley  

yoghurts 

Fresh fruit 

Serve yourself salad bar 

Fresh water or milk 

 

Muller or Yeo Valley  

yoghurts 

Fresh fruit 

Serve yourself salad bar 

Fresh water or milk 

 


