
Following the outbreak of COVID-19 in March 2020, weekly newsletters were 

replaced with ongoing ClassDojo messages sent directly to parents. Many 

communications were sent to parents from teachers, but whole school 

messages have been copied here for information: 
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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I wanted to confirm that with school re-opening to some year groups, I will continue to ask 

teachers to set work for children at home, which, where appropriate, will be in line with work 

being undertaken in school. 

 

I have also asked teachers to continue their welfare checks for those pupils not in school. 

Can I please ask that you respond to these Classdojo checks in a timely manner, in order to 

avoid the need to remove teachers from their classrooms to follow up. 

 

Finally, I will also keep you up to date with any guidance and advice that I feel would be 

useful to you. Today, this includes the announcement that coronavirus testing is now 

available to anyone with symptoms, including children under the age of 5. Coronovirus tests 

can be booked via this link: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

 

Best wishes 

 

Mr Ashley. 
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Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

Following the return to school of some children yesterday, we have now had some ‘change 

of mind’ requests for children to come back, when previously this had been responded as a 

‘no’ through the parent survey completed last Friday. I am sure you appreciate that I must 

maintain the safety of all staff and children already in school, and to ensure risks are 

reduced as much as possible, have to follow clear risk assessment procedures before 

allowing additional children to return. 

 

As you are aware the Risk Assessment and Organisational Plan, including deep cleans and 

classrooms set-up, has been completed on the basis of the numbers expected in response 

to the parent survey. 

 

Therefore, where parents are wishing to change their minds, we will need to review and 

assess how we incorporate these additional children, including changes to the working 

environment across the school. These requests will fall into one of two categories: 

 

1. Where there is capacity within a classroom to accept additional children into ‘bubbles’ and 

still maintain the 2m social distancing, these children will be able to return. This will be 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


agreed on a first come first served basis until the capacity is reached. I will contact you 

individually if this request can be met and to confirm a start date. 

 

2. Where the capacity of the bubble has been reached based on the 2m social distancing, as 

is already the case with the Reception class, a decision will need to be made as to whether 

to increase the numbers within the bubble (hence reducing the 2m distancing) or to set up a 

new ‘bubble’ within a different classroom – this will be dependent upon additional numbers 

expected. Therefore, at this time, we will not be accepting any more children under this 

category until at least next week. 

 

If you now wish to send your child back to school, remembering that this will be a full time 

commitment for the next half term, could I please ask that you contact the office by 

telephone (01255 861317) or email (admin@rolph.essex.sch.uk) to confirm your wishes, by 

Friday lunchtime. I will then be in a position to complete an updated risk assessment and 

make appropriate decisions. You will be contacted Friday afternoon to update you on your 

request and to confirm next steps. 

 

Thank you for your continued patience and understanding in these unprecedented times. 

 

Mr Ashley. 

 

3/6 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

The information available for parents from the government was updated yesterday and can 

be found via the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-

parents-and-carers 

 

Whilst writing, I would once again like to remind parents/carers about the support and 

resources available for keeping children safe online, and this can be found within section 8.8 

of the parent information document above. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Mr Ashley. 
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