
Following the outbreak of COVID-19 in March 2020, weekly newsletters were 

replaced with ongoing ClassDojo messages sent directly to parents. Many 

communications were sent to parents from teachers, but whole school 

messages have been copied here for information: 
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Good morning parents & carers, 
 
Welcome to the Summer Term, although I would never have expected it to look anything like 
it actually does! I hope that you are managing to stay safe and well. 
 
As promised in my message at the end of last term, teachers and teaching assistants will be 
in contact with you from today, both to request an update on how you are getting on, and 
with suggested activities for your children to complete. Please do ensure you respond to 
them in a timely manner, so we can check on your and your child(ren)'s welfare. 
 
The government have made it clear that there are no expectations for any new learning to be 
taking place during the pandemic, but we are aware that some of you will want guidance on 
what you can be doing with your children. You will therefore be sent a suggested timetable 
and tasks, which have been sourced from a range of providers. Please note that these are 
not expectations of work to be done, they are only suggestions for those parents wishing to 
use them, in addition to those on the school website and the whole school 'country topic'. 
 
The Department for Education have updated their guidance for parents in light of launching 
some resources through the BBC. The details, along with other useful information, can be 
found via the following link: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-
education-during-coronavirus-covid-19 
 
There is much speculation in the press on when schools will re-open but the simple answer 
is that this is just not known. We heard clearly from the Education Secretary yesterday that, 
as much as he wants children back in school, there is no date planned for this happen yet. 
He told us that schools cannot re-open until the 5 national objectives have been met: 
1) the NHS is able to cope with the numbers of people infected 
2) death rates start to go down 
3) reliable data shows the rate of infection is decreasing 
4) testing and PPE is being managed effectively 
5) assurance that any changes will not risk a second peak of infections 
 
He also added a message directly to the children: "And to the children, I’m sorry that you 
have had your education disrupted in this way and I would like to thank you for making the 
adjustments you have had to make. I know that you have been missing your friends, your 
teachers and your lessons and I want you to know that you are such an important part of this 
fight too. I cannot thank you enough for all that you are doing." 
 
Therefore, we will continue to be in regular contact and I would once again ask that you 'talk' 
with your class teacher/TA via Dojo. If you feel that you will require the school to be opened 
for keyworker childcare, please call me on my mobile number shown below. 
 
I now wish you all the very best as we continue through these unprecedented times. 
 
Mr Ashley 
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Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

I have attached a poster which may be of use should your child become ill. It is 

understandable in the current climate that parents and carers may defer seeking medical 

advice should their child become ill, but hopefully this poster will help to direct you to the 

right place. 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I am attaching the link to the latest government guidance for parents, which was updated 
yesterday. It links to further resources in addition to those we have put on the school website 
and those being issued by the teachers and TAs to each class this week: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-
parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 
 
In addition, the following link goes directly to the new year group BBC programmes, which is 
easiest to access through the BBC Bitesize website. Here you will find daily lessons for 
homeschooling in Maths and English for every year group, as well as regular lessons in 
Science, History, Geography and more: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons 
 
I hope you find all these resources useful. 
 
Mr Ashley. 
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Good morning, 
 
I hope you are all keeping safe and well. I just wanted to post a few pointers about using 
MyOn to access the vast library of online books that are available for your child to access. 
 
To access MyOn, you will need to go to myon.co.uk. This is the UK site and we are not 
registered with myon.com which is the American site. 
 
When your child logs on, there is the option to select recommended books but more books 
can be accessed if you click the browse button. This will allow your child to access books 
better suited to their interests and individual ability, if desired. 
 
Unfortunately at present we are not able to access the AR quizzes on the site. This is 
something that I contacted the company about last week and they are looking into for us. As 
soon as I receive an update about the quizzes, I will inform the teachers and let you know. 
 
Finally, if you have further questions or queries about myOn, please contact me via Dojo and 
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I will do my best to help. 
 
My best wishes to you all, 
 
Miss Gray 
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Good afternoon all, 
 
Firstly, may I say thank you to everyone for the responses you have made either to myself or 
class teachers in order to let us know how you are getting on, and for the feedback on the 
work being made available. 
 
This has been positively received and I am glad that we are able to offer you support, albeit 
from afar! I know many of you have concerns that you are either not completing any of the 
work, or only a small amount of it, and so I would like to reiterate that the work set is to 
support you if you wish to use it, and that it is OK to do other activities with your children - as 
previously advised, there is no expectation from the Department of Education for 'home-
schooling' to be completed, despite some sources recently suggesting that this is the case. 
 
Secondly, further to the latest changes in the government's guidance, I am pleased to be 
able to confirm that we will be welcoming Miss Croucher and Mrs Rivers back to the staff 
with immediate effect. It was always anticipated that they would return upon the school re-
opening (whenever that may be) but these changes mean that they will again be available 
for contact and to support you. A handover from Mrs Williamson and Mrs Newman will take 
place during the next few days, and I would like to thank them for all the work they have 
done in covering Years 1 and 2. I shall ask Miss Croucher and Mrs Rivers to be in contact 
with you shortly. 
 
Finally, a quick reminder that although the school is currently closed, to please call me if you 
require any keyworker childcare. 
 
Take care, 
 
Mr Ashley. 
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Dear parents / carers, 
 
A quick message today to signpost you to some new information that you may find useful: 
 
Firstly, Essex County Council have set up a new area on their website covering three key 
areas – 'children’s mental health', 'social distancing and young people', and 'online safety', 
which offers a range of resources. This can be found at: 
https://www.essex.gov.uk/staying-
well/?utm_medium=clare%20kershaw%20update&utm_campaign=covid19%20cyp&utm_so
urce=email&utm_content=&utm_term= 
 
Secondly, Essex Music Services have a range of eLearning and online resources available - 
these can be found at the following link: 
https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/site/online-resources/#&gid=1&pid=1 
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As always, please contact teachers or myself if you need any support. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mr Ashley 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we head towards the end of yet another 'different' week here at Rolph, I wanted to send a 
quick message to wish you all a good weekend. 
 
This week teachers have been in contact with all of you and it has been pleasing to hear that 
everyone is getting on well. I know that there have been a couple of issues with contact not 
being made through Dojo, but these have now hopefully been rectified. If however, you are 
in contact with any other parents and they say they haven't heard from the school, and 
hence aren't getting these messages, can you please let us know so we can investigate and 
rectify. 
 
I have asked all teachers to contact you all again next week, so again please do respond so 
we know how you are getting on. Further suggested work will also be sent out by teachers. 
 
I would like to close with a message that has been doing the rounds on Facebook and which 
I think sums up feelings at the present time, and which I hope will allay any worries you may 
have with regard to your child's education: 
"Don't stress about schoolwork. In September, I will get your child back on track. I am a 
teacher and that is my superpower. What I can't fix is social-emotional trauma that prevents 
the brain from learning. So right now, I just need you to share your calm, share your 
strength, and share your laughter with your children. No kids are ahead. No kids are behind. 
Your children are exactly where they need to be. With love from all the teachers on Planet 
Earth." 
 
Stay safe and well. 
 
Mr Ashley 
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