
Following the outbreak of COVID-19 in March 2020, weekly newsletters were 

replaced with ongoing ClassDojo messages sent directly to parents. Many 

communications were sent to parents from teachers, but whole school 

messages have been copied here for information: 

 

8/6 

Good morning, 

 

I hope this message finds you all well. I just wanted to share some information regarding 

resources available through Essex libraries and this year's Summer Reading Challenge. 

 

Essex Libraries 

Essex libraries are offering links to audible and other e-resources through their website: 

 

https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/e-books-e-audio-e-magazines-and-book-groups/e-books-and-

e-audio/ 

 

The #LibrariesFromHome offer continues and links to their e-library, (for e-books, e-audio, e-

comics and e-magazines) online rhymetimes, storytimes and craft sessions can be found on 

their library catalogue. 

 

Summer Reading Challenge 

The national Summer Reading Challenge is also moving online this year. The length of time 

the scheme runs for has also been extended and it officially launched last Friday. 

 

Children can take part by going to http://www.sillysquad.org.uk/ and signing up. The sign up 

process will require parental consent and parents can find more details here: 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/parents-carers 

 

Although children must have an account to take part in the actual Challenge, lots of other 

content will be available on the Silly Squad website. 

 

Children will set their own reading goals over the summer and can then take part using their 

own reading materials, e-books, e-audio and e-comics from the Essex Libraries online library 

service or (once libraries have reopened) using books borrowed from our libraries. 

 

Each time they finish a book, they add it to their profile and write a review. They are 

rewarded with activities and incentives along the way, such as online badges, games and 

videos. 

 

Families are encouraged to join in and ‘Get Silly’ with downloadable activities, games, 

quizzes and more. With new content to enjoy each week, the fun will continue throughout the 

summer to keep families engaged. The children will also receive a downloadable certificate 

once they’ve completed their challenge! 

 

This is going to be a radically different approach for the Summer Reading Challenge, but it is 

hoped that many children will still be able to take part. 

https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/e-books-e-audio-e-magazines-and-book-groups/e-books-and-e-audio/
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/e-books-e-audio-e-magazines-and-book-groups/e-books-and-e-audio/
http://www.sillysquad.org.uk/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/parents-carers


 

I hope that this information proves useful and the children are able to make use of the 

fantastic reading resources available. 

 

Best wishes to you all, 

 

Miss Gray 
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Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

As the 'new normal' continues for a second week, I wanted to send out a couple of 

reminders, particularly to those parents and carers who do not currently have children in 

school. 

 

Teachers will continue to send messages and/or make calls as a 'welfare check' - could I 

please ask that you look out for these and respond in a timely manner, so we know how you 

are getting on. Work will also continue to be sent home, and we are enjoying seeing how the 

children are doing with this, so please do continue to share via the Class Story area of Dojo. 

 

Also a reminder that the school is open for children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 

6, as well as for keyworker parents. As confirmed in my message last week, an updated risk 

assessment will need to be undertaken for any new children coming back into school, and 

these will be completed each Friday, with the children then being welcomed from the 

following Monday. 

 

In a slight change to my message last week, if you are thinking about sending your child 

back to school, remembering that this will be a full time commitment for the next half term, 

could you please notify the office by close of business each Thursday (by telephone 01255 

861317 or email admin@rolph.essex.sch.uk). This will then allow time for the risk 

assessment and Organisational Plan to be reviewed, and for classrooms, 'bubbles', deep-

cleaning etc to be arranged. I will then contact those parents/carers directly on the Friday to 

confirm arrangements for your child's return on the Monday. 

 

Thank you for your continued patience and understanding in these unprecedented times. 

 

Mr Ashley. 
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Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

It has been a much quieter week this week in regard to changes announced by the 

government, other than confirmation that we will not be expecting to welcome back other 

year groups for a month before the summer holidays, as previously suggested by them. 

 

With some additional children wanting to re-join us in Nursery, Reception and Year 1, I have 

updated the Risk Assessment and Organisational Plan, which can be found on the school 



website under the ‘Key Information’ tab. A copy of the Organisational Plan section has been 

sent via a separate Dojo message to those parents with children either already in school or 

starting on Monday. 

 

As previously communicated, if you are not currently sending your Nursery, Reception, Year 

1 or 6 child to school, but may wish to do so in the future, I would ask that you please 

contact the school office by close of business each Thursday, in order that their return can 

be risk assessed on the Friday, to then take effect from the following Monday. Keyworker 

childcare needs should also continue to be referred to the school office, but their start date 

may be able to be more flexible, dependent upon needs. 

 

May I once again thank you all for your support and understanding as we continue to deal 

with the expectations linked to this pandemic. I have been regularly updated by the teachers 

about how the children are getting on at home, and as always, teachers will be in contact 

with you again next week for the welfare checks. If we can be of any further help in the 

meantime however, please contact us. 

 

I now wish you a lovely weekend. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Mr Ashley. 

 

 


